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Consulate of the United States
Curacao, Netherlands Antilles

U.S. Visa Waiver Travel Requires Machine-Readable Passport as of NEXT YEAR OCTOBER 26, 2004
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-- In contrary to earlier messages, starting next year October 26, 2004, travelers entering the United States under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) must have a machine-readable passport.  This applies to both adults and children, who will need their own, individual passports to travel visa free.  Any traveler who does not have a machine-readable passport will be required to obtain a visa before traveling to the United States. Until next year, October 26, 2004 travelers may travel to the US without a machine readable passport. For Dutch passport holders, this means that children that are written in one or both of their parents passports, are allowed to travel with their parents without having their own passport. As of next year October 26, 2004, minors need their own passports.
Citizens of Visa Waiver Program countries are permitted to enter the United States for general business or tourist purposes for a maximum of 90 days without needing a visa.  The Netherlands and The Netherlands Antilles are one of the 27 countries currently in the Visa Waiver Program.  The other countries are: Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, San Marino, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. A plan to introduce machine-readable passports has long been a requirement of the countries participating in the Visa Waiver Program.

EXCEPTIONS --The following travelers who use a non-machine-readable passport, even though from a VWP country, will have to apply for a non-immigrant visa at a U.S. Embassy or Consulate for travel as of October 1, 2003: Andorra, Brunei, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg and Slovenia. These passport holders that enter the United States under the Visa Waiver Program (VWP) need a machine readable passport at a US port of entry to be admitted to the country without a visa. Also, passport holders from Belgium traveling under the Visa Waiver Program needed a machine-readable passport to enter the US as of May 15, 2003. Otherwise, they need to apply for a visa.

A machine-readable passport can generally be identified by the presence of two typeface lines printed at the bottom of the biographical page that can be read by a machine.  These passports enhance security as they can be scanned at entry and exit points. They will also make for faster processing of a traveler at ports of entry, and in Aruba where a pre-clearance inspection program is in place. If a traveler has any doubt about whether a passport qualifies as machine-readable, he or she should check with the passport issuing authority for that country. 

All Dutch passports, with the exception of emergency passports that are handwritten, are machine-readable.  Travelers normally resident in Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao and requiring a visa may apply at the U.S. Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela.  Travelers normally resident in Saba, St. Eustatius and St. Maarten may apply at the US Embassy in Bridgetown, Barbados. 

Additional information on the Visa Waiver Program, visas and other consular matters is available on the website: www.travel.state.gov.

A reminder: Any traveler who has previously overstayed or violated the terms of a U.S. visa or of the Visa Waiver Program, or who has been denied entry by a U.S. immigration official for any reason may not use the Visa Waiver Program and must travel with a visa. 
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