[image: image1.png]



INSTRUCTIONS FOR NON IMMIGRANT AND STUDENT VISA APPLICATION
The U.S. Consulate General in Curacao does not have the authority to issue visas and does not give out visa information. Check www.embajadausa.org.ve for the latest information or assistance, or e-mail consularcaracas@state.gov
NEW BIOMETRICS FINGERPRINTS PROCEDURE
Effective May 6th, 2004 the Embassy in Caracas will begin collecting fingerprints through an inkless scanning procedure as part of the visa interview. This is the first step in a process that will continue through the port of entry until the traveler departs the United States. Inkless fingerprint scanning is accurate and adds less than a minute to the visa application process. 

Who needs to be fingerprinted? All visa applicants, including those who wish to renew their visas, must come to the U.S. Embassy in Caracas to be fingerprinted. Fingerprint results can take up to 24 hours to be returned. Therefore, the Embassy can no longer guarantee same day processing of visas. Visa applicants from Aruba, Bonaire and Curaçao should be prepared to stay in Caracas until 3 p.m. the following day.

Who does not need to be fingerprinted?

The following applicants do not need to appear in person for an interview and fingerprinting:

· Minors 13 years of age or younger

· Applicants 80 years of age or older.

These applicants may use a commercial courier service to send in their applications to Caracas. The embassy can still require a personal interview and will inform the applicant if that is necessary.
All applicants of an F, M, or J student or exchange visitor visa should be aware that United States Department of Homeland Security regulations state that holders of F, M, or J nonimmigrant visas will not be admitted to the United States until a date, thirty days or less prior to the beginning of your program date, or start date, as given on your SEVIS Form. Please consider that date carefully when making your travel plans to the United States.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR VISA APPLICATION

All applicants must submit the following supporting documents:

· A passport valid for at least 6 months (original).

· A cashiers check in the exact amount of HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100,-) PER PERSON.  The cashier’s check should be made payable to the “U.S. Disbursing Officer”. The Embassy will not accept cash.

· NIV application forms DS-156 and DS-157 completed on both sides and signed.  J, F and M visa applicants also fill out DS-158 and bring their SEVIS Form ALL QUESTIONS ON THE APPLICATION FORM MUST BE ANSWERED.  Incomplete applications will be rejected.
· Attach a recent 50mm x 50mm photo full face, light background to the application form.  Put your name on the back of the picture.

· A bankbook and/or the last three monthly bank statements.

· If you are applying through a courier service because you are a minor of 13 years or younger, or 80 years or older, you must include a pre-paid airway bill with your name and address on it, from the courier service used, e.g FedEx, DHL, Domesa. 

· Employment letter showing salary, position, total time on job, guarantee of employment upon return.

· If self-employed, excerpt of the company’s registration from the Chamber of Commerce in English.

· Previous passport from applicant, husband or parents showing previous visa(s) obtained.

· If you claim residency in the Netherlands Antilles or Aruba and hold a passport other than a Dutch passport, include a COPY of your valid residence permit and/ or work permit with your passport.  This does not need to be translated.

· Evidence of long-standing ties to the island of residence to show that the applicant will return after a temporary visit to the U.S.  Examples of such ties include: career development, property ownership, business relations, family ties, prior passports with U.S. visas in them, etc.  All documentation in Dutch should be translated by a sworn translator into English.

· If applying for any visa category requiring an INS approved petition (H visa for temporary worker/trainee; L visa for inter-company transferee; P visa for artists, entertainers, athletes), include an original of the notice of approval from INS for a stay in the U.S.

· If you are traveling for medical reasons, the following documents are also required:

· A letter from the doctor, clinic or hospital in the U.S. indicating treatment and length of time for this treatment.

· A letter from your local physician, clinic or hospital indicating type of disease and reason for treatment thereof.

· Proof of sufficient funds to pay expenses.

IMPORTANT: Certain nationalities must pay a separate visa issuance fee. This payment must be made with a separate check drawn on a U.S. Bank and made payable to the “U.S. Disbursing Officer”. 

Country
Fee

Number of trips
Validity length

Brazil

$60.00

multiple

120 months

India

$50.00

multiple

120 months

Please check www.travel.state.gov for the latest visa reciprocity fees.


C1/D  Crew Visa

In addition to the basic requirements mentioned above, visa applications for crew members of ships or airplanes (C1D) need to be accompanied by a crew member card (picture id of crew member with airline) and a crew list.
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For questions that are not addressed on the website, contact: 


U.S. Embassy Caracas


NIV section


Calle “F” con Calle Suapure


Colinas de Valle Arriba


Municipio Baruta


Caracas 1060, Venezuela.





Telephone: (00) 58212-975-6411 ext. 2347/2465


Fax: (00) 58212-975-8971











